a new dutch imperial history? raben
In Great Britain these new developments have been labelled New Imperial History. Despite its alluring label and the sometimes fierce reactions it engendered, we cannot speak of a clearly circumscribed field. There is little consensus and a clear manifesto is absent. Some even deny the novelty of this imperial history. Notwithstanding its elastic nature, a few characteristics in the field of imperial history can be discerned.
7 One is its strong emphasis on cultural perspectives as opposed to the predominantly political and economic concerns of the older imperial history. Here we see a distinct influence of Edward Said and the field of cultural studies he inspired. Second, there is a mounting interest in the spatial dimensions of imperial relations, in particular the effects of moving peoples and ideas; there is a strong emphasis on the webbed character of empires and the reciprocal influences of the different parts of empire. Third, there is a recurring concern with the nature of the British nation and its imperial dimensions and connections.
In France too, a renewed interest for its overseas empire has been visible over the last ten to fifteen years. New research was triggered, in the first place, by controversies about the colonial past, such as the Algerian question and in particular the much maligned loi colonial of 2005, and it tends to be critical of the colonial project. Dutch historiography has experienced similar pressures from migrant groups. The process started in the mid-1980s when Indies-Dutch (Indische Nederlanders) claimed their separate place in the history of the Netherlands
Indies. This resulted in a growing interest in the particular experiences of these imperial groups, but not in an effort to integrate their histories into the national history. On the whole, there is little debate on the aims and methods of 'imperial' history. In contrast to some trends in Anglo-Saxon academia, Dutch colonial history writing has retained a thoroughly empiricist and 'unproblematic' attitude and fosters a strong scepticism towards postcolonial theorisation.
11
The weak integration of metropolitan and imperial histories seems to be characteristic of most post-imperial societies, although the difference is gradual. it in a new way, and why would it be different in France and the Netherlands?
For answers we have to look at the disparate colonial experiences of European countries and how they defined the way in which their history is being written. colonialism have been very good at commercial and local histories, but they have been less concerned with the connectedness of the imperial parts. The concept of a 'voc world', although implicit in many studies on early modern Dutch ventures in Asia, has received little attention and even less discussion.
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Recently, some glimpses of alternative approaches have been offered.
In century however, the number of migrants remained at a relatively low level.
Only after 1870 did more people travel to (and increasingly also from) the colonies, which changed the character of colonial societies but also enhanced the imperial awareness in the Netherlands and in the colonies. 
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In the Netherlands the study of imperial cultures is still in its infancy.
The hesitancy to address the nexus between national culture and imperialism finds a parallel in the mistrust and general neglect with which the work of Edward Said has been received by historians there, at least until fairly recently.
43 Whereas Said's work has sparked an enormous debate in the AngloSaxon world, this has remained largely absent in the Netherlands.
44
To this can be added that 'Dutchness' has not been a topic of historical study until fairly recently. 45 Moreover, the study of nationalism in the Netherlands usually ignores the imperial factor. In comparison to Great Britain, the construction of Dutchness in the nineteenth century was indeed not strongly coloured by its overseas expansion. However, the total neglect of the imperial dimension seems unjustified, if only because colonial possessions were regularly invoked as an element of national greatness. In addition, colonialism involved a relatively large percentage of the Dutch population. 1900 about 7 per cent of the magazine was devoted to the Indies. 52 With the advent of liberal policies, the ban on the press in the East Indies was slowly lifted and an independent press emerged, providing the basis of new networks of information and publication. This certainly helped to create a stronger awareness of the colonies in Europe but its impact has been little studied. Ondernemers en de Indische politiek, 1914 -1940 (Leiden 1998 1902 -1930 (Amsterdam 1993 218.
60 Dorothée Buur, Indische jeugdliteratuur. -Indië en Indonesië, 1825 -1991 (Leiden 1992 . least a form of shared culture that involved the identification of parts of the colonised society with its coloniser is worth exploring.
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A pertinent question is how -and how much -the colonial empire impacted on metropolitan society, outside the domain of politics and economy.
In Britain, this has been topic of some debate among historians, triggered by Bernard Porter's The Absent-Minded Imperialists (2004) . Porter argued that the domestic impact of -and support for -the empire was less great than is often assumed, and was continuously changing. 65 This sparked fierce opposition from historians who were convinced of the existence of an 'imperial culture'.
66
The debate circles around the issue of what we mean by 'imperial culture'. In a precise and nuanced analysis of the question, Andrew Thompson concluded that empire 'was a significant factor in the lives of the British people. It was not, however, all pervasive'.
67
The Porter debate has no parallel in the Netherlands. In a recent survey Vincent Kuitenbrouwer analyses Dutch popular culture of imperialism and concludes that imperial culture in the Netherlands had been significant.
68
However, the precise impact the empire had on Dutch society and culture has not been studied in a systematic manner. The cultural activities of returnees (Indischgasten) and other colonial migrants during the colonial period are not well known. Probably the empire was experienced as an indispensable daily presence only sporadically, let alone considered an essential contribution to national culture. Most importantly, we should avoid seeing cultures of empire as unchanging and all-encompassing phenomena. As Andrew Thompson argued for Britain, imperial notions and sentiments depended on class and location.
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As most of the Dutch migrants to the Indies came from urban backgrounds, the support and awareness of colonialism was the strongest there. 76 It could well be that colonies were a luxury asset, to be mobilised when needed for national varnish, or to be evoked as a décor for adventure stories. Moreover it is likely that to most Dutch people the impact of colonialism was fairly undefined. Apart from the obvious material traces in food and architecture, the most important effect was the fairly generalised -and markedly transnational -notion of Western superiority, the righteousness of Western dominance and a space of economic opportunity.
Moral spaces
One specific part of the changing cultural and social configuration in the Dutch empire concerns the development of humanitarian concerns in the course of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The moral spaces developing in the interaction between metropolitan and colonial societies are an up-and-coming topic that has recently been explored, again by British historians.
77 Surprisingly, little work has been done on philanthropic and missionary societies in the Netherlands, which were at the forefront of the humanitarian awakening there. 78 In many ways, they have been instrumental in informing a wider public in the Netherlands of the situation in the colonies, and instilling them with an emotional involvement with the situation overseas.
Apart from missionary societies, several civil organisations emerged for which one obvious topic of concern and activism was that of slavery. The
Netherlands had its anti-slavery movement but for many reasons it started The changing moral imagination in the late nineteenth century did not concern only the urban poor in the Netherlands but had a counterpart in the colonies, which became evident in the emerging investigation of policies.
On the other hand, there might have been a correlation between events in the colonies and the burgeoning of humanitarian institutions. In several instances disasters in the colonies appealed to the Dutch conscience. Disaster relief funds and committees were able to mobilise the Dutch citizenry in offering substantial amounts of money to rescue the colonised peoples plagued by floods, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and famines. Their contribution to the Dutch culture of humanitarianism has yet to be investigated. A first objective would be to achieve a better integration of metropolitan and colonial histories. This can be done by a rigorous analysis of colonial cultures within the Netherlands. In order to do so, historians have to move away from the specific subcultures of colonialism in the Netherlands and concentrate on the effects on society at large. Elements of class and regional differences would have to be part of such analysis.
Secondly, an attempt to conceptualise the Dutch imperial spaces around the globe and to examine specific networks across (and transgressing)
the Dutch imperial world would enhance our understanding of what empire was about. Many networks operated outside the official colonial domain, such as those of missionary and regular ecclesiastical organisations, which are very little studied. Likewise, a study of business and knowledge networks would provide us with a stronger idea of the non-official webs of important interest groups in the empire. Imperial spaces can also be studied through the emergence of press agencies and information networks, which became increasingly important in shaping international politics and imperial identities.
A third topic that would yield promising results, is the influence of humanitarian and other organisations dealing with colonial issues such as slavery, poverty, diseases and disasters. The almost contemporaneous emergence of ideologies of development such as the Ethical Policy in most European countries of colonising powers, point at a certain logic that is strongly connected with the development of democratic ideals and citizens' action. 88 These were not just a side effect of a rising civil society in the metropolitan country; they appear to have added strongly to the emergence of humanitarian politics in the Netherlands and in the colonies.
One last word of caution is required. The ambition to bring metropolis and colonies within one analytical framework has its limits and risks. One of the pillars of the New Imperial Historians is to allot a greater agency to non-European peoples. After all, much inspiration comes from those who argue for a bigger role of the 'subaltern', as well as those who question the imperialist foundations of historical knowledge altogether. 89 In practice however, the main concerns of New Imperial Historians in Great Britain have been the character of the British nation and the linkages throughout the British Empire. It is one thing to question the predominantly national framework of much history writing, but it is another to replace it with an abstruse concept of imperial identity. There is a great risk in the New Imperial
Histories of emphasising the imperial connections of a world that, obviously, had other dimensions too. 'Empire' is being made to do too much, at the risk of neglecting alternative dynamics. More specifically, the drawback of a strong focus on the networked character of empire and on imperial cultures in the metropolis is that it tends to obscure the experiences and visions of the nonEuropean peoples in the empire. In reality of course, empire was experienced differently in the metropolis and in the colony. In that sense, the New Imperial History tends to become primarily a metropolitan or white men's history.
90
As several contributions to this volume illustrate, the Dutch colonial sphere triggered or facilitate the emergence of many networks that transgressed the boundaries of the Dutch framework. In this sense the Dutch case could offer a necessary correction to the predominantly 'national' imperial preoccupation of the New Imperial History.
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